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Committee Overview 

Introduction  

Following the horrors of the Second World War, the international community United Nations (UN) was created to 

build an effective international platform to address security and facilitate diplomacy and peaceful dialogue.1 The 

Charter of the United Nations (1945) (“the Charter”) was drafted and signed on 26 June 1945 during the UN 

Conference on International Organization in San Francisco, California.2 The first session of General Assembly (GA) 

was held on 10 January 1946 in London, England, and was attended by 51 countries.3 The first session had two 
major themes which were intended to guide the work of the body: equal rights and self-determination; and 

international cooperation to resolve global issues.4  

Chapter IV of the Charter outlines the composition, procedures, and operational policies of the GA; its mandate is to 

serve as the general body of the United Nations to facilitate discussions and make recommendations to Member 

States and the appropriate organs of the UN.5 The GA is considered the “chief deliberative, policymaking, and 

representative organ of the United Nations.”6 This broad mandate has been challenged in the past, especially when 

the GA has faced questions of enforcement and legitimacy; however, it still remains one of the primary norm-setting 

bodies in the world. While the Security Council (SC) was viewed at its inception as the more powerful organ as the 
primary guarantor of international peace and security, the GA was created to provide a voice to all Member States 

not heard in the SC on issues of peace, security, and other relevant topics such as economic policy, social 

development, and humanitarian affairs.7 There have been some particularly important sessions of the GA that 

resulted in the establishment of policy frameworks which have shaped the efforts of countries in areas such as 

development and education for decades at a time. Although resolutions are non-binding, they play an essential role 

in articulating norms and principles which can be translated into regional and national efforts.  

As articulated in Articles 9-22 of the Charter, the GA is the largest of six principal organs of the UN.8 The 
significance of the GA lies in its inclusivity, with all of the United Nations’ 193 Member States, as well as its 

observers, represented.9 By providing a single equal vote to each Member State, the GA is revolutionary in terms of 

its inclusiveness as a forum for international diplomacy and an important contributor to global policy.10 The GA has 

the authority to discuss a broad range of issues, including poverty reduction, education, global health, economic 

development, climate change, human rights, disarmament, terrorism, piracy, and human trafficking.11 The GA has a 

normative impact on international relations by setting global policy recommendations on major international issues 

facing every Member State, making it an example of diplomacy and a force for change.12 

Structure and Organization 

The GA membership is comprised of all 193 members of the United Nations, and the UN’s two non-member 

observer states: the State of Palestine and Holy See.13 The two non-member observer states participate in 

deliberative work but do not have a substantive vote.14 Each Member State has one vote.15 

                                                        
1 UN, What We Do. http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/  
2 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/;  

UN, History of the United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/  
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 UN, Functions and powers of the General Assembly. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
7 UN, History of the United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/ 

Kuziekmo & Werker, How Much Is a Seat on the SC Worth? Foreign Aid and Bribery at the UN, 2006. https://goo.gl/CokXDp  
8 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter IV. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html 

UN, Main Organs. http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html  
9 UN, History of the United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/  
10 UN, What are Member States?, 2016. http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml  
11 UNGA, Preliminary list of items to be included in the provisional agenda of the 71st regular session (A/RES/71/50) , 2016. 

http://undocs.org/A/71/50  
12 UN, Functions and powers of the General Assembly. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
13 UNGA, Background. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtm  
14 UNGA, Rules of procedure: XII. Plenary Meetings. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/plenary.shtml  
15 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/
https://goo.gl/CokXDp
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml
http://undocs.org/A/71/50
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/plenary.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
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The GA encompasses a Plenary committee, which has the ability to discuss any topic on its agenda and is the body 

in which all draft resolutions are ultimately considered and adopted. Much of the regular work of the GA, however, 

is carried out within the six Main Committees, which are subsidiary to the Plenary committee, each with a different 

focus.16 The GA is composed of six Main Committees:17  

 First Committee (Disarmament & International Security)  

 Second Committee (Economic and Financial)  

 Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural)  

 Fourth Committee (Special Political and Decolonization)  

 Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary)  

 Sixth Committee (Legal)  

While each of the six Main Committees develops resolutions and recommendations within their focus areas, all 
operations of the subsidiary committees are subject to vote by the Plenary Sessions of the GA. Beyond the six 

committees, the GA oversees a number of other boards, commissions, sub-committees, assemblies, councils, panels, 

and working groups; all tasked for various purposes to help fulfill the mandate of the GA.18 Some of these 

subsidiary bodies meet in annual sessions under GA mandate, such as the UN Environment Program (UNEP), while 

others are permanent institutions, such as the UN Board of Auditors.19 Several bodies, such as Ad Hoc committees, 

are created to meet only once on specific topics, as needed by the GA.20 There is an oversight bureau for every 

session which consists of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons, and a Rapporteur who are tasked with the operational 

oversight of the session.21 The bureau uses a regional and annual rotation, with the Chairperson from a new region, 

the Rapporteur from the region that held the chair the previous year, and the Vice-Chairpersons from the remaining 

regions.22 All officers are elected on the basis of equitable geographic distribution, experience, and personal 

competence.23  

Additionally, the Charter provides for a Secretariat that offers substantive support to the GA and which consists of 

the Under-Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary-General for GA and Conference Management, the GA and 

ECOSOC Affairs Division, and the Documents Planning Unit.24 The duties of the Secretariat as outlined in the 

Charter under Article 47 include: receiving, translating, printing, archiving, and distributing all documents, reports, 

and resolutions of the GA and its subsidiary bodies, and “performing all other work which the Assembly may 

require.”25 Additionally, the Secretary-General writes an annual report of the Secretary-General on the work of the 

Organization and presents it to the committee at the beginning of the proceeding session.26  

The GA holds annual sessions that begin every September and conclude around July every year with preset agendas 

that may evolve throughout the year.27 In addition to the annual sessions, the GA can hold special sessions and 

emergency sessions to deal with certain international events or crises.28 Special Sessions can be held at the request 

of the Secretary-General or the SC, or through a vote of a simple majority of the Member States.29 The last special 

session was held in April of 2016 on the World Drug Problem in conjunction with the Commission on Narcotic 

Drugs (CND).30 The session was tasked with evaluating the progress of the 2009 Declaration and Plan of Action on 

International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem.31 The 

                                                        
16 Ibid. 
17 UN Foundation, What We Do: The GA, 2017. http://www.unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/united-nations/the-general-assembly.html  
18 UN, Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/subsidiary/  
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid. 
21 UNGA, Seventieth Session: Bureau, 2016. http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/70/bureau.shtml  
22 UN, Frequently Asked Questions. http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/faq.shtml#1  
23 Ibid. 
24 Switzerland, The PGA Handbook: A practical guide to the UNGA, 2011, p. 52. https://goo.gl/uxhyXR  
25 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter VII. http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html 

UNGA, Rules of Procedure. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtml  
26 UNGA, Rules of Procedure. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtm  
27 UN, Schedule of General Assembly plenary and related meetings: 70th Session, 2016. http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/70schedule.shtml  
28 UN, Special Sessions. http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/special.shtml  
29 Ibid.  
30 Ibid.  
31 UNGA, Achieving the 2019 Goals – A Better Tomorrow for the World’s Youth, 2016. https://www.unodc.org/ungass2016/en/about.html 

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/united-nations/the-general-assembly.html
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/subsidiary/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/70/bureau.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/faq.shtml#1
https://goo.gl/uxhyXR
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/sec.shtm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/70schedule.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/special.shtml
https://www.unodc.org/ungass2016/en/about.html
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GA can also call for Emergency Special Sessions with support from a majority of GA Member States or at the 

request of at least seven SC Member States in order to maintain peace and security when the SC is unable to reach 

consensus, particularly in times of deadlock between permanent members.32 The last emergency special session took 

place in 1997 with regards to illegal Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusalem.33 

Mandate and Powers  

The GA was established under Chapter IV of the Charter.34 Article 10 of the Charter outlines the general mandate of 

the body and authorizes the GA to discuss “any questions or matters within the scope of the Charter” or which are 

related to the function of the body’s numerous subsidiary organs.35 Under the current mandate, the GA appoints the 

Secretary-General and approves the admission of new Member States on the recommendation of the Security 

Council, and elects members to several UN organs, including the non-permanent members of the Security Council, 

members of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), and judges for the International Court of Justice (ICJ). As 

stated in Article 17 of the Charter, the GA considers and approves the budget of the organization and may examine 
and recommend budgetary outcome to specialized agencies defined in Article 57.36 For example, in 2016 the GA 

approved a budget of nearly $8 billion to support the UN’s fifteen peacekeeping operations.37  

Under the Charter, the GA is empowered to make recommendations to the Security Council, Member States, and 

UN organs, although it does not have the capacity to mandate action from these groups or even discuss an issue 

simultaneously with the Security Council.38 The relationship between the GA and the Security Council is also 

spelled out in the Charter. The GA exercises some form of oversight over the Security Council through its election 

of the non-permanent members of the Council, discussion of the annual reports of the Security Council, and 

approval of the budget of the United Nations.39 Further, pursuant to Articles 10 and 11 of the Charter, the GA can 
make recommendations to the Security Council on any issue under its purview, and specifically, on issues related to 

international peace and security, if referred by any Member of the United Nations or the Security Council.40 If action 

should be required, the Charter notes in Article 11(2) that the issue should be further referred to the Security 

Council.41 The Charter is a living document, as is exemplified in the ongoing discussion regarding the role and 

relationship of the GA and the Security Council, particularly in instances in which Member States do not believe the 

Security Council is taking necessary action.42 There remains ambiguity at times regarding the mandate of the GA, 

particularly in regards to issues related to peace and security.43  

The GA highly values fostering consensus in all of its works, adopting the majority of its resolutions by consensus; 

this highlights the diplomacy and compromise promoted by the body.44 For example, the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR) (1948), adopted by consensus in the GA, became the global foundation for human rights 

guaranteeing “equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family.”45 Another notable example is 

resolution 377(v), entitled “Uniting for Peace,” which gives the GA the ability to address priority issues they feel 

that the Security Council has failed to address.46 In 1956, the GA utilized the power granted in resolution 377(v) to 

                                                        
UNODC, Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the 

World Drug Problem, 2009. https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/V0984963-English.pdf  
32 UN, Emergency Special Sessions. http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml  
33 UNGA, Tenth Emergency Special Session, 2009. http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency10th.shtml  
34 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/  
35 UNGA, Background. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
36 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/ 

UNGA, Background. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
37 UN, GA Approves Nearly $8 Billion for 15 Peacekeeping Missions in 2016/17, 2016. https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11794.doc.htm  
38 UNGA, Background. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtm  
39 Volger, Close Cooperation Is Useful Between the General Assembly and Security Council, 2012. https://goo.gl/CU8Lr5  
40 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/  
41 Ibid. 
42 UN, Repertory of Practice of UN Organs, Supplement No. 10 (2000-2009): Article 10, 2016. https://goo.gl/5AYuSp  
43 Sutterlin, The UN and the Maintenance of International Security: A Challenge to be Met, 2003. p. 25. 
44 UNGA, Functions and powers of the General Assembly. http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  
45 Albert, et. al., The Role of the UNGA, 2016, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly 

UNGA, Universal Declaration of Human Rights (A/217-A(III)), 1948. http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml  
46 Switzerland, The PGA Handbook: A practical guide to the UNGA, 2011, p. 52. https://goo.gl/uxhyXR 

UNGA, Uniting for Peace (A/RES/377(V)), 1950. http://undocs.org/A/RES/377(v)  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/V0984963-English.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml
http://www.un.org/ga/sessions/emergency10th.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11794.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtm
https://goo.gl/CU8Lr5
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://goo.gl/5AYuSp
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml
https://goo.gl/uxhyXR
http://undocs.org/A/RES/377(v)
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create the UN Emergency Force for the Suez Crisis.47 With this being its first emergency special session and 

establishment of the peacekeeping force, it led the way for many subsequent operations.48  

The Assembly can make non-legally binding recommendations in order to initiate action on various political, 

economic, humanitarian, and legal.49 General Assembly resolutions are binding with relation to budgets and other 
internal affairs of the United Nations, but are non-binding in a legal sense to Member States, making Member States 

responsible for implementation of the policy recommendations contained in resolutions.50 The GA may request 

studies and recommend actions to address concerns with international political cooperation, the development and 

implementation of international law, the examination of human rights and freedoms, and collaboration in the fields 

of cultural, economic, educational, humanitarian, and health fields. Additionally, the GA has the ability to make 

recommendations to individual Member States, the Security Council, and its subsidiary bodies and reporting entities. 

The GA adopts decisions and recommends international action through non-binding resolutions. As a body, it can 

also create UN funds, programs, and offices; additionally, it can foster collaboration between the UN system and 

specialized agencies outside the GA through independent organizations that have a relationship with the UN through 

Article 63 of the Charter.51For example, in resolutions adopted over the last six months, the following 

recommendations and actions were taken by the General Assembly: 

 Urged African States to ratify the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty.52  

 Called for an intergovernmental conference to convene and adopt a global compact on safe, orderly, 

and regular migration.53 

 Adopted and endorsed new declarations, including the Political declaration on the implementation of 

the United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons (2017) and Our ocean, our 

future: call for action.54  

 Called for Member States support in building the national capacity of countries emerging from crisis or 

conflict in a variety of ways, including security sector reform, environmental management, and 
peacebuilding, and further called for support for the implementation, through technical guidance and 

funding, across a wide range of issue areas such as disaster risk reduction, sustainable development, 

and rule of law.55  

 Declared 12 December as the International Day of Neutrality; 27 June as Micro-, Small and Medium-

sized Enterprises Day; 18 June as Sustainable Gastronomy Day; 2 May as World Tuna Day; and 21 

April as World Creativity and Innovation Day.56  

 Proclaimed the period from 2018 to 2028 the International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable 

Development.”57  

These are just several examples of the types of recommendations the GA has made. These recommendations are 

historically directed to a wide variety of actors. For example, over the last several years, the following 

recommendations were directed at the below actors: 

                                                        
47 UN, Middle East – UNEF I: Background. https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unef1backgr2.html  
48 Ibid. 
49 Switzerland, The PGA Handbook: A practical guide to the UNGA, 2011, p. 52. https://goo.gl/uxhyXR  
50 Ibid. 
51 Chesterman et al, Law and Practice of the United Nations: Documents and Commentary (Second Edition), 2016, p. 12. 
52 UNGA, African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (A/RES/71/26), 2016. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/26  
53 UNGA, Modalities for the Intergovernmental Negotiations of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (A/RES/71/280), 

2016. https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/280  
54 UNGA, Political declaration on UN GPoA to Combat Trafficking in Persons (A/RES/71/319), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/319 

UNGA, Our ocean, our future: call for action, (A/RES/71/312), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/312  
55 UNGA, Agriculture development, food security and nutrition (A/RES/71/245), 2017. http://undocs.org/ARES/71/245  
56 UNGA, International Day of Neutrality (A/RES/71/275), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/275 

UNGA, Sustainable Gastronomy Day (A/RES/71/246), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/246 

UNGA, Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day (A/RES/71/279), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/279 

UNGA, World Tuna Day (A/RES/71/124), 2016. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/124 

UNGA, World Creativity and Innovation Day (A/RES/71/284), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/284  
57 UNGA, Intl. Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028 (A/RES/71/222), 2017. http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/222  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unef1backgr2.html
https://goo.gl/uxhyXR
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/26
https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/280
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/319
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/312
http://undocs.org/ARES/71/245
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/275
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/246
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/279
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/124
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/284
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/222


 

8 

 The Secretary-General and Secretariat: submit future recommendations; prepare a strategic 

framework; improve the capacity of the UN to respond effectively to the requests of Member States; 

implement resolutions; solicit the views of Member States; convene expert groups; mobilize resources; 

provide assistance to Member States; improve interagency cooperation; strengthen exchanges between 

the UN and other organization; disseminate information; enhance the information provided to the 

public; and assist countries through humanitarian, technical, and financial assistance.58 

 Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies; and Funds and 

programmes of the UN system: provide assistance to Governments; enhance their mutual relationship 
with regional organizations and synergies with other UN agencies that undertake complementary work; 

convene meetings; take actions for the implementation of international instruments; promote 

information on certain issues; mainstream the special needs of regions in their normative and 

operational activities; intensify efforts to provide technical assistance; explore ways and means to 

contribute more effectively to solve problems; give special attention to the violation of human rights.59 

 Member States and specific governments: take action for effective implementation of resolutions 

and declarations; review, develop and promote regulatory guidance and standards; ratifying or 

acceding to international instruments; give priority to certain issues in their assistance programmes and 

budgets; promote the exchange of information; maintain dialogue among Member States, specialized 

agencies, and intergovernmental organizations; cooperating with the Special Rapporteurs on carrying 

out their mandates; and respecting obligations under international law.60  

 The private sector, media, non-governmental organizations, and civil society: continue their 

cooperation with the United Nations; hold regional consultations, and continue its assistance to 

marginalized populations.61  

 The international community: enhance cooperation at regional and international levels; adopt urgent 

and effective measures to eliminate the use of unilateral coercive economic measures against 

developing countries, and to support national efforts to promote the empowerment of women and 

gender equality in order to enhance national efforts to eliminate violence against women and girls.62 

Recent Work of the General Assembly 

The GA adopted the United Nations Millennium Declaration (A/RES/55/2) in 2000, with the commitment to 

achieving the targets set forth in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015.63 While considerable 

progress was made towards achieving the MDGs, the GA followed the conclusion of the MDG era with an 

extensive, global, consultative process that concluded with their unanimous adoption of resolution 70/1 containing 

the “2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” and accompanied by new goals and targets referred to as the 

sustainable development goals (SDGs).64 Agenda 2030, along with the SDGs, serves as the foundation for work 

across the UN system on a wide range of issue areas and is being connected and integrated with other frameworks 
on peacebuilding, conflict prevention, the environment, disaster risk reduction, and other topics.  

On 12 September 2017, the 72nd session of the General Assembly was opened by the President of the General 

Assembly, H.E. Mr. Miroslav Lajčák of Slovakia under the theme “Focusing on People: Striving for Peace and a 

Decent Life for All on a Sustainable Planet.”65 The 72nd session aimed to discuss peace, migration, sustainability, 

human dignity, and reforms to the UN.66 The Assembly discussed topics ranging from sport for peace and 

development to nuclear disarmament.67  
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61 Ibid. 
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66 Ibid.  
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Conclusion  

As the UN entered the 21st century, issues of poverty, climate change, sustainability for future generations, and 

human rights became just some of the challenges the international community started addressing in a more inclusive, 

holistic and integrated manner.68 In a 2000 address to the GA, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged Member 
States to confront these challenges and reminded them that success “would require the effort and willingness of 

Member States, and especially their willingness to work with the private sector, non-governmental organizations and 

multilateral institutions.”69  

The GA remains the largest international deliberative body and as such addresses the challenges of the 21st century 

with a priority of consensus. The resolutions of the GA, while non-binding, hold a considerable amount of weight in 

global policy through setting normative standards for the international community.70 The GA values consensus and 

inclusivity in its operations through the dialogue it promotes and the principles it upholds.71 The frameworks that 

have been set up through the GA provide the opportunity for the practical provision of rights, development 
opportunities, and improvements in global sustainability, among many other notable advances. The GA, through its 

involvement in wide range of topics including poverty reduction, environmental protection, and peacebuilding, has 

the unique ability to improve people’s lives across the world.72 Through creative solutions and democratic 

diplomatic forum, the GA will continue to have a vast influence on future problem-solving at the international 

level.73  

The GA continues to grow into the broad mandate granted by the Charter as it takes on issues of security, human 

rights, and development in a time often paralyzed by international inaction. It is important to understand the scope 

and influence of the General Assembly in the UN and global community when considering topics and action plans. 
At its core, the GA is a body for collaboration and diplomacy. Although it has faced many challenges over the years 

of operation, remarkable achievements have been made when Member States demonstrate and promote high levels 

of diplomacy, political will, and cooperation. 
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69 Ibid. 
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71 Ibid. 
72 United Nations, Main Committees. http://www.un.org/en/ga/maincommittees/index.shtml  
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I. Towards a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World: accelerating the implementation of nuclear 

disarmament commitments 

“[Nuclear disarmament] will require dialogue, bridge-building and practical steps. There remain 

some fifteen thousand nuclear weapons in existence. We cannot allow these doomsday weapons to 

endanger our world and our children’s future.” – Secretary-General António Guterres74 

“Nuclear weapons are not, simply, a fact of life. We should not accept them as such. We can live in 

a nuclear-free world, as long as we all believe that it is possible. And as long as we are all willing 

to work to make it possible.”- Miroslav Lajčák, President of the United Nations General Assembly75 

Introduction 

Although nuclear weapons have only been used twice as an act of war, they are the most dangerous weapons on 

earth.76 The United Nations (UN) and the General Assembly (GA) have considered nuclear disarmament since their 

inception.77 The first GA resolution in 1946 included the elimination of nuclear weapons from national armaments.78 

Through the GA First Committee, the General Assembly has adopted numerous and frequent resolutions on nuclear 

disarmament, in addition to adopting nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament treaties.79 Despite the successful 

adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 2017, challenges and developing issues still remain 

in achieving nuclear disarmament.80 Nuclear-weapon-states have not participated in the Treaty on the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons (2017), and there remain ongoing concerns about the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons, 

and nuclear waste and fissile materials.81 

International Framework 

Several multilateral and bilateral treaties promote nuclear disarmament.82 The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which entered into force in 1970, is the core component of the international nuclear 
framework.83 It prohibits Member States from developing nuclear weapons but allows Member States who already 

possessed nuclear weapons to keep them.84 One of the NPT’s objectives, alongside non-proliferation, is that all 

parties must work towards nuclear disarmament.85 More countries, including the five nuclear powers (United States, 

Russia, United Kingdom, France, and China86), have ratified the NPT than any other disarmament agreement.87 Only 

India, Israel, and Pakistan have not signed the treaty, and only North Korea has withdrawn.88 Parties’ effort to 

implement disarmament commitments, however, including the 2010 review conference’s 64 point action plan, have 

been lacking.89 Additionally, the last review of the NPT in 2015 ended without an outcome document due to 

disagreement.90 Concerns over one-sided implementation of the treaty focusing on non-nuclear powers’ obligations 
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have plagued the NPT from its first review in 1975.91 This dichotomy between the nuclear powers and non-nuclear 

parties, alongside a potential Middle Eastern nuclear weapons-free zone, led to the failed 2015 review conference.92  

Although the Partial Test Ban Treaty (PTBT) of 1963 did not set disarmament goals, it started discussions for the 

Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) in 1996, which includes time-bound commitments by the nuclear 
powers to eliminate their nuclear weapons, in addition to banning all testing.93 The CTBT has not yet entered into 

force due to an inadequate number of Member State ratifications, with the United States’ failure to ratify widely 

seen as the primary obstacle.94 In 2010, the United States and the Russian Federation updated the existing Strategic 

Arms Reduction Treaty (START) framework with the New START Treaty which, although less demanding than the 

original START Treaty, includes limits on nuclear weapons and disarmament commitments.95  

In 2016, the GA First Committee began preparations to negotiate a treaty banning nuclear weapons, in line with the 

NPT.96 Civil society not only participated in the negotiations but also advocated for a new treaty.97 The Treaty on 

the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017) bans nuclear weapons and requires State parties to destroy their existing 
nuclear weapons.98 The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) won the 2017 Nobel Peace 

Prize for its work on the treaty.99 Before its adoption, nuclear weapons were the only weapons of mass destruction 

that were not banned.100 Although over fifty Member States have signed the treaty, less than five have ratified it.101 

Role of the General Assembly and the International System 

Although it has worked on nuclear disarmament for its entire history, most recently the GA adopted the Treaty on 

the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons on 7 July 2017.102 To begin that process in 2016, the General Assembly 

requested the Secretary-General ask Member States for input on how to strengthen nuclear disarmament verification 

mechanisms.103 After receiving the report of the Open-ended Working Group on taking forward multilateral nuclear 

disarmament negotiations, the General Assembly adopted resolution 71/258 on 11 January 2017, in which the body 

decided to begin negotiations on banning nuclear weapons.104 The resolution also highlighted the importance of civil 

society participation in nuclear disarmament, eliminating risks of accidental nuclear detonation, and the goal of a 

world free of nuclear weapons.105 The GA has taken other steps on nuclear disarmament, including designating the 

International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons and recognizing Nuclear-Weapon-Free zones, 

regions in which countries pledge not to seek nuclear weapons.106 

More specifically, the GA First Committee works on disarmament and international peace and security and, as such, 

works closely with the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC), the Conference on Disarmament (CD), and the UN 

Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA).107 The UNDC, however, has a history of not being able to agree on 

substantial outcomes, (including principles, guidelines, and recommendations) due to distrust between nuclear States 
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and non-nuclear States and strategic importance of deterrence among nuclear States.108 The 2017 session, again, 

failed to adopt recommendations on nuclear disarmament.109 The CD is the single multilateral disarmament 

negotiating forum of the international community.110 It reports to the GA and directly contributes to nuclear 

disarmament through its focus issues: cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament, prevention of 

nuclear war, effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of 

use of nuclear weapons, and comprehensive and transparent disarmament.111 UNODA provides substantive and 

organizational support to the GA on nuclear disarmament, including dialogue on disarmament, providing 

information on disarmament issues, and developing and implementing disarmament measures after conflict.112 
Additionally, the UN Institute for Disarmament Research generates ideas on nuclear disarmament, including a 2017 

project on dialogue and bridge-building.113 Also, the UN Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation 

provides data on radiation levels and effects for policymakers.114 The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

applies provisions under the NPT and other treaties for nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation (including 

monitoring and inspecting nuclear programs) and reports to the GA.115 

Civil society organizations also play an important role in nuclear disarmament, raising public awareness and 

participating in treaty review conferences and UN processes.116 Reaching Critical Will is the disarmament program 

of the oldest women’s peace organization in the world.117 One of their goals was to achieve the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017), and they continue to advocate for the treaty and include a gender 

perspective in disarmament issues.118 Reaching Critical Will also provides information and reports on nuclear 

disarmament progress, including archiving conference documents, and ensures other civil society organizations can 

engage with the UN on disarmament.119 Reaching Critical Will is a member of ICAN, a coalition of several hundred 

non-governmental organizations in one hundred countries.120 ICAN successfully advocated for the GA to negotiate 

and adopt the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017) for ten years and continues to draw attention to 

the catastrophic consequences of nuclear weapons, for which they were awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize.121 In 

addition to advocacy at the UN, ICAN also holds global days of action and raises awareness, including working with 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki survivors and survivors of nuclear tests to share their stories.122 

Key Issues  

Non-participation of the Nuclear Powers 

The Secretary-General’s five point proposal on nuclear disarmament encourages the nuclear-weapons-states to 

fulfill their obligations under the NPT to, “undertake negotiations on effective measures leading to nuclear 

disarmament.”123 Yet, the nuclear powers and many of their allies did not participate in the negotiations for the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017) and have not signed the treaty.124 Immediately after the treaty 
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was adopted, the Unites States, the United Kingdom, and France declared that they do not ever intend to sign, ratify, 

or become parties to the treaty.125 They cited concerns about the effectiveness of global disarmament progress, the 

global security situation, and the continued need for deterrence, including the escalation of hostilities with North 

Korea.126 During early negotiations for the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017), several Member 

States stressed the importance of confidence-building measures and reducing the level of hostility between Member 

States as solutions for the current geopolitical situation.127 While there is concern that nuclear weapons may become 

accessible for more Member States and terrorist organizations, disarmament progress will reduce these threats.128 

There is an additional concern that the nuclear powers can retire nuclear weapons without permanently dismantling 
them under the current treaties, which would allow for nuclear weapons placed in storage to be used at a later 

time.129 

Focusing on norms, in addition to legal measures, and multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations that include 

transparency measures and reducing risks of accidental detonations are also options put forward by the GA.130 A 

progressive approach that refocuses on strengthening the CTBT, NPT, and other existing tools, like nuclear-

weapons-free zones, was also suggested.131 There has been hope that the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (2017) will act as a normative force on the nuclear powers by creating political and moral pressure.132 

Another potential weakness of the treaty is that it does not include measures for the destruction of nuclear weapons, 
only stating that they must be destroyed by State parties.133 The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists has suggested 

using the Treaty’s obligation that State parties engage with non-parties towards the goal of universal membership as 

the foundation of a new demand for nuclear disarmament, including at the GA, through disarmament delegations, 

naming and shaming, and divestment.134 

Humanitarian consequences  

Since the risk of humanitarian consequences will exist as long as nuclear weapons do, slow disarmament progress 

has humanitarian repercussions which will not be constrained by Member State borders.135 Over half of the world’s 

population lives in nuclear power Member States or Member States that are members of nuclear alliances, and 

nuclear weapons are stored on three continents.136 Additionally, increased risks of accidental detonation due to the 

vulnerability of nuclear-weapon control systems to cyberattacks and the growing automation of such weapon 

systems increase humanitarian concerns.137 Given the severity of a nuclear weapon detonation, there is no adequate 

humanitarian response capacity.138  

After the 2010 review of the NPT acknowledged the, “catastrophic humanitarian consequences,” of nuclear 

weapons, ICAN was the civil society coordinator for three conferences on the humanitarian impact of nuclear 

weapons in 2013 and 2014.139 The final conference culminated in the Humanitarian Pledge, which the GA adopted 

as a resolution in 2016.140 The pledge highlights the complexities of consequences for health, the environment, 
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infrastructure, food security, climate, development, social well-being, and the global economy of a nuclear weapon 

detonation.141 The pledge also calls on nuclear powers to reduce the risk of detonation and disarm their nuclear 

weapons.142 The GA used the humanitarian consequences of a nuclear detonation to, “underpin all approaches and 

efforts towards nuclear disarmament,” in line with its history of declaring the use of nuclear weapons in violation of 

international humanitarian law.143 A humanitarian approach has the possibility of bridging the gaps between the 

nuclear and non-nuclear states, since it appeals to what is best for humanity instead of defense policy.144 

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017) recognizes the rights of victims and survivors of nuclear 

weapons and testing to age and gender-sensitive assistance and environmental remediation, in accordance with 

international humanitarian law.145 For example, nuclear weapons have a unique impact on women and girls’ health 

(the treaty calls for equal participation of women in nuclear disarmament) and disproportionately affect indigenous 

people.146 A study of Hiroshima and Nagasaki survivors showed women’s risk for developing and dying from 

radiation-induced cancer was twice as high as men’s.147 Additionally, displacement and psychological trauma from 

nuclear disasters and tests disproportionately affect women and exacerbates pre-existing patterns of 

discrimination.148 The GA also discussed disarmament education on the humanitarian consequences of nuclear 

weapons, in addition to engaging young people and student peace ambassadors.149 On the 2017 UN International 

Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons, civil society speakers who addressed the GA echoed 
humanitarian concerns and highlighted possible new steps to avert, “a nuclear catastrophe” and opportunities for 

cooperation at the 2018 UN High-Level Conference on Nuclear Disarmament.150 

Nuclear waste and fissile material 

Fissile material is a term that refers to isotopes of uranium and plutonium used to make nuclear weapons.151 Nuclear 
waste can refer to the left over radioactive material used both in nuclear energy and weapons production.152 To 

dismantle a nuclear warhead, the uranium, plutonium, tritium boost gas, neutron generator, and other elements must 

be removed, which is difficult and dangerous.153 In order for the destruction of nuclear weapons to be permanent, 

fissile material must be removed, safely transported, and stored until its radiation levels are no longer dangerous, 

which can be for thousands of years.154 A fissile material cut off treaty (FMCT), if adopted, would ban producing the 

main components of nuclear weapons by those Member States not already bound under provisions in the NPT and 

could also cap current levels.155 Global stockpiles of plutonium and uranium are measured in the hundreds and 

thousands of tons, respectively.156 The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017) only contains the 
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provision that the cost of destroying nuclear weapons will be borne by the State party.157 Yet, as disarmament 

proceeds and there is less need for fissile material, there will be greater need for safe handling technologies.158  

Management of nuclear waste is expensive and includes treatment, storage, transportation, and disposal.159 One 

option is to mix uranium with other materials to create mixed oxides, which makes it unusable for nuclear weapons 
but suitable for nuclear power.160 The United States partnered with the Russian Federation in the 1990s to use 

Russian uranium in nuclear power plants.161 Plutonium cannot be rendered inoperable in nuclear weapons and must 

be stored securely, although its radioactivity means it can never be made truly safe.162 Designing successful disposal 

programs and sites is difficult; some options are salt repositories and deep boreholes, which have not been tested.163 

The United States Senate Armed Services Committee calculated that it would take approximately 24.2 billion 

dollars to dispose of 37.5 tons of excess plutonium, which does not include disarming any nuclear weapons.164 

Additional multi-billion dollar cleanup projects are needed at former nuclear weapons sites, which include 

radioactive contaminated soil and ground water.165 The United States, as part of its strategy to deal with nuclear 

waste, has established international frameworks for multi-national fuel cycle facilities, however at the current time 

these frameworks only include lower-level nuclear energy waste.166  

At the international level, the head of the IAEA has stated, “the vital importance of having cradle-to-grave plans,” to 

deal with nuclear waste.167 To this end, the IAEA hosts the International Conference on Management of Spent Fuel 

from Nuclear Power Reactors every three to five years and functions as a source of information and data on waste 

management, but these efforts only deal with nuclear energy waste and not nuclear weapons waste.168 Dumping 

waste in Member States without their permission is an additional concern of disarmament, although the IAEA Code 

of Practice on the International Trans-Boundary Movement of Radioactive Wastes aims to protect sovereignty.169 

The GA acknowledges that additional measures are needed to ensure, “the irreversible, verifiable and transparent 

destruction of nuclear weapons.”170 The cleanup of waste sites and production facilities was part of the 

environmental impacts in the humanitarian concerns discussed in early work on the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons (2017) but were reduced to a single article on environmental contamination.171 

Conclusion  

The GA has stated the importance of, “addressing issues related to nuclear weapons in a comprehensive, inclusive, 

interactive and constructive manner,” to achieve a world without nuclear weapons.172 The Secretary-General has 
also called for complementary measures to ensure nuclear weapons do not end up in the hands of terrorists or in 

outer space.173 Although differences between the nuclear-weapons states and the international community have been 

deadlocked, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (2017) and additional paths may offer a critical way 

forward, given the serious humanitarian consequences of a nuclear detonation.174 Nuclear disarmament has had 

some successes, reducing the global total of nuclear weapons from more than 70,000 in 1986 to approximately 
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15,000, but all the processed fissile material and nuclear waste will still need to be safely disposed of and stored.175 

As Secretary-General Guterres said on the 2017 International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons, “a 

world free of nuclear weapons is a global vision that requires a global response…There are multiple pathways to a 

nuclear weapon-free world. States possessing nuclear weapons have a special responsibility to lead by taking 

concrete steps, including those agreed at various review conferences of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons.”176 

 How can Member States advance the international discussion on FMCT, particularly given the high interest 

within the international community? What options are there for the establishment of an informal process to 
begin to discuss the issue, potentially which leads to an eventual negotiation process? 

 How can Member States highlight the importance of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

(2017) in order to strengthen the normative policy framework even further? Are there ways to underline the 

role the treaty plays in setting a common standard that nuclear weapons are unacceptable for all? 

 What creative solutions exist for supporting Member States in cleaning up, managing, and storing nuclear 

waste? 
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II. Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

“Energy is the golden thread that connects economic growth, increased social equity, and an 

environment that allows the world to thrive." - Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon177 

Introduction  

Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all is an issue central to not only the 

developing areas of the world but also for developed Member States. Energy is a key intersection between economic 

growth, social equality, and environment.178 Sustainable energy is critical for growth in many areas: business 

growth, job generation, children’s education after dark, and medical facilities’ functionality, to name a few.179 

Particularly, energy has a central role in ending poverty and inequality within Member States and combating and 

mitigating climate change.180 Approximately one billion people do not have access to electricity, and three times as 

many use dirty cooking fuels, whose smoke kills more than four million people a year.181 The United Nations (UN) 

and the General Assembly (GA) has done extensive work on energy access and climate change, including adopting 

the SDGs and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change (2016) (Paris Agreement).182 The key issues in implementing 

these goals remain increasing energy access, energy efficiency, and renewable energy.183 

International Framework  

The UN began their drive towards improved means of energy in 1992 when Member States gathered at the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).184 This first push to combat climate change also 

created precedence for widespread use of clean energy, and their main goal, though lofty, was to “stabilize 

greenhouse gas concentrations “at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic (human-induced) interference 
with the climate system.”185 The UNFCCC relied on industrialized countries to lead the way in the usage of clean 

energy to meet that goal.186 Later, the Kyoto Protocol (1997) created the operational aspect of the UNFCCC and 

ratifying it commits industrialized countries to work towards the goals of the UNFCCC.187 

Following the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which expired in 2015, the Secretary-General requested a 

new agenda in order to continue the work started with those first eight goals.188 This new agenda is referred to as the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and is accompanied by the sustainable development goals (SDGs).189 

The SDGs are a set of seventeen goals meant to build off the MDGs in a way that also encompasses new areas such 
as climate change, economic inequality, innovation, sustainable consumption, peace and justice, and other 

priorities.190 The seventh SDG is Affordable and Clean Energy, the first universal goal on energy.191 Key issues in 

Goal 7 are energy access, energy efficiency, and renewable energy, all of which are critical to sustainable 

development, for everything from ending poverty to combating climate change.192 The Paris Agreement builds upon 

the UNFCCC.193 The 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) to the UNFCCC and the 11th meeting of the parties to 
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the Kyoto Protocol (1997) adopted the Paris Agreement to limit global temperature rise to below 2 degrees 

Celsius.194 Articles 9, 10, and 11 of the agreement reaffirm the obligations of developed countries to support the 

efforts of developing countries “to build clean, climate-resilient futures.”195 The agreement calls for incentivizing 

cleaner energy production and mitigation measures through the increased use of renewable energy and energy 

efficiency.196 

Role of General Assembly and the International System 

The General Assembly (GA) has worked extensively on ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 

modern energy. It designated 2012 as the “International Year of Sustainable Energy for All,” highlighting the 

importance of addressing energy issues.197 It, then, declared 2014-2024 the “Decade of Sustainable Energy for All” 

to galvanize efforts to make universal access to sustainable modern energy services a priority, including ensuring 

access.198 One of the GA’s goals for the decade is to combine new and renewable energy, more efficient use of 

energy, and the sustainable use of traditional energy resources in order to meet the world’s increasing need for 
energy services.199 The most recent report of the Secretary-General from 2017 on the implementation of the decade 

highlighted Member State efforts towards these goals, while acknowledging the remaining gaps in investment, 

advocacy, capacity building, data, and policies and incentives.200 The GA has also held debates on diverse topics 

within energy, including on water and sanitation, and requested reports from the Secretary-General on progress 

made as part of the decade for energy.201In 2015, the GA adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

the SDGs.202 Although the GA negotiated the final text, the goals themselves were suggested by an open working 

group of the GA, with broad international and public participation, and the Secretary-General synthesized their 

inputs into a report.203 As a follow-up, the GA convened the High-Level Thematic Debate on Achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals on 21 April 2016, which highlighted the importance of civil society participation in 

sustainable energy.204 Among the issues discussed was the intersection between the SDGs and the Paris Agreement, 

including the sustainable energy sector.205 In 2017, the GA adopted the global indicator framework for the SDGs, 
which includes targets for Goal 7 on energy.206 The Secretary-General submitted a 2017 report to the GA on 

progress in implementing the Goal 7 targets.207 The report highlights the gaps in electricity access, clean fuels, 

renewable energy, energy efficiency, and investments; it also provides a summary of work in the broader UN system 

on Goal 7.208 

In 2011, the Secretary-General launched the “Sustainable Energy for All Initiative” (SEforALL) to mobilize action 

to reduce carbon emissions while increasing access in three key areas of energy: universal access to modern energy, 

renewable energy, and improving energy efficiency.209 SEforALL has a working relationship with the UN, 
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coordinating activities on reaching SDG 7, and has a dedicated Special Representative of the Secretary-General.210 

The president of the GA has addressed the SEforALL forums and drew its attention to the impacts of natural 

disasters in 2017.211 The upcoming SEforALL forum in May 2018 will focus on “Leaving No One Behind” and the 

scalability of initiatives to help under-served populations who are vulnerable to climate change.212 To support 

SEforALL, the UN Foundation launched the Energy Access Practitioner Network, operating in over 170 Member 

States to deliver modern energy services especially in rural areas.213  

Key Issues  

Energy Access 

Achieving the SDGs for reducing poverty, improving public health and broadening the reach of education requires 

access to modern energy.214 The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) outlines the importance of 

energy access and defines it as “reliable and affordable access to clean, modern energy carriers and end-use services 

for households and communities.”215 An energy carrier is defined as a something that contains energy which can be 

converted into usable energy: oil, coal, gas, uranium damned or flowing water, sunlight, and wind.216 End-use 

services are how the consumer receives energy needed for daily life, including nutrition, health, education, warmth, 

cooling, and lighting.217 Modern energy services include things like lighting, cleaner cooking fuels, refrigeration, 

medical services, pumped water, and communication technologies, which impact economic well-being.218 Access to 

energy also directly impacts “people, communities, cities and countries in terms of economic growth, food 

production, health, clean water, security, wellbeing, education, employment and gender equality.”219 

Access to energy is a basic human right which has not been extended equality, disproportionately impacting women, 

girls, ethnic minorities, indigenous people, people with disabilities, and migrants.220 Yet, only about 12% of 

organizations working on sustainable energy solutions address gender and social inclusion, according to SEforALL, 

although some recent progress has been made and the link between gender and energy is included in the Istanbul 

Programme of Action for 2011-2020, the SDGs, and the Paris Agreement.221 The Economic Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS) adopted the region’s first gender-sensitive energy development policy in June 2017.222 

This policy mainstreams gender into all public sector energy activities and mandates gender-impact assessments for 

new energy projects.223 Even with policies like these expanding, social and cultural gender-norms and a lack of 

awareness, including a lack of gender-disaggregated data, remain barriers to successful gender and social inclusion 
initiatives.224 SEforALL highlights the importance of inclusive participation, and empowerment in the energy sector 

and tailoring solutions for local needs to address these gaps.225 

The UNDP Support to the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goal 7 encourages all Member States to 

specifically work towards ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy.226 
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Energy Efficiency 

Enhanced energy efficiency will help reduce the global demand for energy by one third by 2040, according to the 

UNDP.227 Energy efficiency also has the potential to save money, grow businesses, foster economic growth, and 

improve the lives of consumers.228 A typical power plant, which consumes energy in order to convert a substance 
into consumable energy, is running at 33% efficiency, meaning the plant is consuming three times as much energy 

(like coal) as electricity is being produced.229 Not only does this result in environmental issues, but discrepancies 

between classes, wellbeing for those living near plants and accessing energy from it, clean water and more.230 

Efficient energy not only provides effective While some progress has been made, it is not on pace to meet SDG 7.231 

The UN system has previously addressed this issue. SEforALL has as its goal, the doubling the rate of improvement 

in energy efficiency by 2030.232 Further, the UN Foundation supported the launch of a Global Energy Efficiency 

Accelerator Platform at the UN Climate Summit in 2014.233 This platform aims to scale up energy efficiency 

activities across the world and encourages the private sector as well as the UN, the World Bank, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) to partner with state and local governments on the issue.234 The platform 

focuses on city and state-level projects by developing policy and investments roadmaps and mobilizing financial 

support by establishing a network of businesses and institutions.235 

Numerous initiatives have been suggested over the years on this topic. These include identifying the key operational 

priorities in industry for Member States and providing regional platforms for discussing best practices in energy 

efficiency.236 While numerous industries already have benchmarks for energy efficiency, emphasis needs to be 

placed on identifying minimum industrial energy efficiencies for industries to encourage more industries to adopt 

best practices.237 ECOSOC has also suggested increasing the number of workshops/seminars for exchange of 
experience in energy efficiency best practices and policies.238  

Renewable Energy 

Although renewable energy is inexhaustible and clean, it is only a small percentage of continually growing global 
energy use.239 The heavy reliance on fossil fuels is one of the reasons for the energy sector’s high contribution to 

global greenhouse gas emissions.240 Renewable energy usually refers to energy from wind, water, solar, biomass and 

geothermal sources.241 The potential opportunities for expanding renewable energy include falling technology costs, 

creating jobs, improving energy security, and using centralized and decentralized energy solutions, especially in 

developing countries with electricity gaps.242  

The UN system has already acknowledged the need for promoting renewable sources of energy.243 GA resolution 

69/225 of 3 February 2015 has stressed the need to increase the share of renewable sources of energy in the global 

energy mix.244 This increase has directly been linked to sustainable development and meeting the targets set by the 
post-2015 development agenda.245 As such, the UN system has emphasized the need for a coherent and integrated 
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approach on a global level towards the promotion of renewable energy.246 One of the core objectives of SEforALL is 

doubling the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix by 2030.247 More than 100 Member States have 

engaged with SEforALL to date by providing financial or other contributions as a means of sharing best practices 

and experience to deliver on SEforALL’s objectives.248  

With approximately 1.2 billion people around the world without access to electricity, renewable energy will be 
helpful in getting people connected to the grid due to its lower costs.249 The International Energy Agency (IEA) has 

encouraged Member States to draft policies that are suited to the level of market development and encourage 

investments to help finance the sources of renewable energy.250 Sound policy will also encourage further research 

and development in the field, which will help in lowering down costs of renewable energy.251 Transportation and 

access to renewable energy are highly dependent on individual Member States and as such, regional frameworks that 

help Member States in these areas have been seen as a way of encouraging renewable energy.252 

Conclusion  

According to the Secretary-General’s Sustainable Energy for All Initiative, “Universal energy access, increasing the 

use of renewable energy, improved energy efficiency and addressing the nexus between energy and health, women, 

food, water and other development issues are at the heart of…the development agenda.”253 Without ensuring energy 

access, successful implementation of the SDGs, and not only SDG 7, is not possible.254 It is important that the 

international community comes together to create a holistic and coherent approach towards SDG 7 that aligns with 

and augments the current practices being used. 

 What connections need to be made in order to strengthen the implementation of all relevant frameworks, 
while also pursuing sustainable energy for all? Are there gaps in the existing normative framework that 

need to be clarified? 

 How can the UN system provide better support to Member States seeking to transform their energy 

production in order to integrate renewal energy into their energy grid? 

 What are the ways in which Member States can scale up successful national and regional efforts and share 

good practice to benefit other countries? 

  

                                                        
246 Ibid. 
247 SEforALL, About Us. http://www.se4all.org/about-us  
248 Ibid. 
249 UNGA, Promotion of new and renewable sources of energy (A/RES/69/225), 2015. http://undocs.org/A/RES/69/225 
250 IAEA, Enabling Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Technologies, 2015. 

http://www.iea.org/publications/insights/insightpublications/EnablingRenewableEnergyandEnergyEfficiencyTechnologies.pdf  
251 Ibid. 
252 Ibid. 
253 SEforALL, The United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All 2014-2024, http://www.se4all.org/decade  
254 SEforALL, Sustainable Development Goal 7, http://www.se4all.org/sustainable-development-goal-7  

http://www.se4all.org/about-us
http://undocs.org/A/RES/69/225
http://www.iea.org/publications/insights/insightpublications/EnablingRenewableEnergyandEnergyEfficiencyTechnologies.pdf
http://www.se4all.org/decade
http://www.se4all.org/sustainable-development-goal-7


 

22 

Bibliography 

Committee Overview 

United Nations Documents  

Charter of the United Nations. (1945). Retrieved 9 June 2016 from: http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-
nations/index.html  

United Nations. (n.d.). What are Member States? Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml  

United Nations. (n.d.). Main Organs. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-
un/main-organs/index.html  

United Nations. (n.d.). History of the United Nations. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/  

United Nations. (n.d.). Frequently Asked Questions. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/faq.shtml#1  

United Nations. (2017). What We Do. Retrieved 15 July 2017 from: http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/  

United Nations. (2017). Peace Keeping Missions. Retrieved 25 August 2017 from: 
https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unef1backgr2.html  

United Nations. (2017). Millennium Goals. Retrieved 15 July 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml  

United Nations. (2016). Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs, Supplement No. 10 (2000-2009): Article 
13. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: https://goo.gl/K7C1D2  

United Nations. (2016). Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs, Supplement No. 10 (2000-2009): Article 

10. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: https://goo.gl/5AYuSp  

United Nations. (2016). Draft political declaration of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on 
antimicrobial resistance. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: https://goo.gl/Gicbdt  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2017). UN forum highlights importance of stronger 

partnerships for financing sustainable development. Retrieved on 15 July 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56577#.WWqP2dPyt-U  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2017). Outgoing General Assembly President Urges Members 

to Use Required Speed, Scale in Combating Climate Change Threats, Implementing 2030 Agenda Goals 

(GA/11941). Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11941.doc.htm  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2016). António Guterres appointed next UN Secretary-General 

by acclamation. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: https://goo.gl/qsBxns  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2016). General Assembly Approves Nearly $8 Billion for 15 

Peacekeeping Missions in 2016/2017 (GA/11794). Retrieved 14 August 2017 from: 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11794.doc.htm  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2016). As 71st General Assembly opens, new President pledges 

to ‘turn the wheels’ on implementing 17 Global Goals. Retrieved on 15 July 2017 from: 

https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54912#.WWqZX9Pyt-U  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/unms/whatisms.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/history/history-united-nations/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/faq.shtml#1
http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/
https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unef1backgr2.html
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml
https://goo.gl/K7C1D2
https://goo.gl/5AYuSp
https://goo.gl/Gicbdt
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56577#.WWqP2dPyt-U
http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11941.doc.htm
https://goo.gl/qsBxns
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11794.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54912#.WWqZX9Pyt-U


 

23 

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2000). “We the Peoples: The Role of the United Nations in the 

21st Century” Presented to General Assembly by Secretary-General. Retrieved 14 August 2017 from: 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2000/20000403.ga9704.doc.html  

United Nations Department of Public Information. (n.d.) Sustainable Development Goals: The Sustainable 
Development Agenda. Retrieved 8 December 2016 from: 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/  

United Nations, Office at Geneva. (2017). History: from the League of Nations to the United Nations. Retrieved 15 

July 2017 from: 

http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006AC19C/(httpPages)/242056AEA671DEF780256EF30037A2A8?Open

Document  

United Nations General Assembly. (n.d.). High-level meetings of the 71st session (2016). Retrieved 23 September 

2017 from: http://www.un.org/en/ga/71/meetings/index.shtml  

United Nations General Assembly. (n.d.). Background. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). World Creativity and Innovation Day (A/RES/71/284). Retrieved 23 

September 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/284  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). Sustainable Gastronomy Day (A/RES/71/246). Retrieved 23 September 

2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/246  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). Secretariat. Retrieved 15 July 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/secretariat.shtml  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). Political declaration on the implementation of the United Nations UN 

GPoA to Combat Trafficking in Persons (A/RES/71/319). Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/319  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). Our ocean, our future: call for action, (A/RES/71/312). Retrieved 23 

September 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/312  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). Modalities for the Intergovernmental Negotiations of the Global 

Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (A/RES/71/280). Retrieved 25 August 2017 from: 
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/280  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day (A/RES/71/279). 

Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/279  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). International Day of Neutrality (A/RES/71/275). Retrieved 23 September 
2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/275  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). Background. Retrieved 15 July 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 
2018–2028 (A/RES/71/222). Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/222  

United Nations General Assembly. (2017). Agriculture development, food security and nutrition (A/RES/71/245). 

Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: http://undocs.org/ARES/71/245  

United Nations General Assembly. (2016). World Tuna Day (A/RES/71/124). Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: 
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/124  

https://www.un.org/press/en/2000/20000403.ga9704.doc.html
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/
http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006AC19C/(httpPages)/242056AEA671DEF780256EF30037A2A8?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006AC19C/(httpPages)/242056AEA671DEF780256EF30037A2A8?OpenDocument
http://www.un.org/en/ga/71/meetings/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/284
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/246
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/secretariat.shtml
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/319
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/312
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/280
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/279
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/275
http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/222
http://undocs.org/ARES/71/245
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/124


 

24 

United Nations General Assembly. (2016). Seventieth Session: Bureau. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/70/bureau.shtml  

United Nations General Assembly. (2016). Preliminary list of items to be included in the provisional agenda of the 

71st regular session (A/RES/71/50). Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/71/50  

United Nations General Assembly. (2016). International Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 

(A/RES/71/90). Retrieved 15 July 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/90  

United Nations General Assembly. (2016). Implementation of the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the 

Secretary-General on the Causes of Conflict and the Promotion of Durable Peace and Sustainable 
Development in Africa (A/RES/70/292). Retrieved 15 July 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/292  

United Nations General Assembly. (2016). African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (A/RES/71/26). Retrieved 25 

August 2017 from: https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/26  

United Nations General Assembly. (2015). Transforming our world: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
(A/RES/70/1). http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/70/1  

United Nations General Assembly. (1948). Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Retrieved 18 May 2011 from: 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml  

Other Sources 

Kuziekmo & Werker. (2006). How Much Is a Seat on the Security Council Worth? Foreign Aid and Bribery at the 

United Nations. Retrieved 23 September 2017 from: https://goo.gl/CokXDp  

Switzerland. (2011). The PGA Handbook: A practical guide to the United Nations General Assembly. Retrieved 23 

September 2017 from: https://goo.gl/uxhyXR  

Albert, E., Schwartz, L. and A. Abell. (2016). The Role of the UN General Assembly. Retrieved on 15 July 2017 

from: https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly  

Chesterman, S. & I. Johnstone. & D. M. Malone. (2016). Law and Practice of the United Nations: Documents and 

Commentary (Second Edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

United Nations Foundation. (2017). What We Do: The General Assembly. Retrieved 15 July 2017 from: 

http://www.unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/united-nations/the-general-

assembly.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/ 

I. Towards a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World: accelerating the implementation of nuclear 

disarmament commitments 

Key Documents  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2017). Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 14 December 

2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/CONF.229/2017/8  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2016). Taking forward multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations 

(A/71/371). Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/71/371  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/ 

United Nations, Research Guides. (n.d.). Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://libraryresources.unog.ch/c.php?g=462685&p=3162703 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/70/bureau.shtml
http://undocs.org/A/71/50
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/90
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/292
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/26
http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml
https://goo.gl/CokXDp
https://goo.gl/uxhyXR
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly
http://www.unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/united-nations/the-general-assembly.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/
http://www.unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/united-nations/the-general-assembly.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/
http://undocs.org/A/CONF.229/2017/8
http://undocs.org/A/71/371
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/
http://libraryresources.unog.ch/c.php?g=462685&p=3162703


 

25 

United Nations Documents  

United Nations. (2017). 2015 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT). Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: http://www.un.org/en/conf/npt/2015/  

United Nations. (2017). United Nations Conference to Negotiate a Legally Binding Instrument to Prohibit Nuclear 

Weapons, Leading Towards their Total Elimination. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

https://www.un.org/disarmament/ptnw/  

United Nations, General Assembly. (1946). Establishment of a Commission to Deal with the Problems Raised by the 

Discovery of Atomic Energy (A/RES/1(I)). Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/1(I) 

United Nations, General Assembly. (2016). Humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons (A/RES/71/46). 

Adopted on the report of the First Committee (A/71/450). Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/46  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2016). Humanitarian pledge for the prohibition and elimination of nuclear 

weapons (A/RES/71/47). Adopted on the report of the First Committee (A/71/450). Retrieved 3 January 

2018 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/47  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2017). Disarmament and International Security (First Committee). Retrieved 

15 December 2017 from: http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/index.shtml  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2017). Taking forward multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations 

(A/RES/71/258). Adopted on the recommendation of the First Committee. Retrieved 15 December 2017 
from: http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/71/258 

United Nations, Institute for Disarmament Research & International Law and Policy Institute. (2016). Gender, 

Development and Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

http://www.unidir.org/files/publications/pdfs/gender-development-and-nuclear-weapons-en-659.pdf  

United Nations, Institute for Disarmament Research. (2017). Home. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.unidir.org/home 

United Nations, Institute for Disarmament Research. (2017). Nuclear Disarmament, Deterrence and the NPT: 

Bridge-building. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: http://www.unidir.org/programmes/weapons-of-mass-

destruction/nuclear-disarmament-deterrence-and-the-npt-bridge-building  

United Nations, News Centre. (3 October 2006). Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, Dumping of Nuclear Waste among 

Issues as Disarmament Committee Continues General Debate. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2006/gadis3319.doc.htm  

United Nations, News Centre. (15 June 2015). UN nuclear chief encourages ‘cradle-to-grave’ plans for managing 

spent fuel and radioactive waste. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51156#.Wk2mclWnHIU  

United Nations, News Centre. (20 September 2017). Treaty banning nuclear weapons opens for signature at UN. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57588#.WjLKlFWnHIU  

United Nations, Office at Geneva. (2009). An Introduction to the Conference. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/BF18ABFEFE5D344DC1256F3100311CE9?Open
Document  

United Nations, Office at Geneva. (2016). Nuclear Disarmament Verification. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/794372F61323EA8EC12580ED0053B8D5?OpenD

ocument  

http://www.un.org/en/conf/npt/2015/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/ptnw/
http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/1(I)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/46
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/47
http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/index.shtml
http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/71/258
http://www.unidir.org/files/publications/pdfs/gender-development-and-nuclear-weapons-en-659.pdf
http://www.unidir.org/home
http://www.unidir.org/programmes/weapons-of-mass-destruction/nuclear-disarmament-deterrence-and-the-npt-bridge-building
http://www.unidir.org/programmes/weapons-of-mass-destruction/nuclear-disarmament-deterrence-and-the-npt-bridge-building
https://www.un.org/press/en/2006/gadis3319.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51156#.Wk2mclWnHIU
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57588#.WjLKlFWnHIU
https://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/BF18ABFEFE5D344DC1256F3100311CE9?OpenDocument
https://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/BF18ABFEFE5D344DC1256F3100311CE9?OpenDocument
https://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/794372F61323EA8EC12580ED0053B8D5?OpenDocument
https://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/794372F61323EA8EC12580ED0053B8D5?OpenDocument


 

26 

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). About Us. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.un.org/disarmament/about/  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. Retrieved 14 

December 2017 from: http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/ctbt  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/ctbt/  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). Fact Sheet: Disarmament and Civil Society. Retrieved 3 

January 2018 from: https://s3.amazonaws.com/unoda-web/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Disarmament-and-
Civil-Society-Fact-Sheet-Jul2017.pdf  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones. Retrieved 15 December 

2017 from: https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/nwfz/  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). The Secretary-General’s five point proposal on nuclear 
disarmament. https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/sg5point/  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, 

in Outer Space and Under Water. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/test_ban  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/npt  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

(NPT). Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/  

United Nations, Office for Disarmament Affairs. (2017). United Nations Disarmament Commission. Retrieved 15 

December 2017 from: https://www.un.org/disarmament/institutions/disarmament-commission/  

United Nations, Research Guides. (n.d.) Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://libraryresources.unog.ch/c.php?g=462685&p=3162762  

United Nations, Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation. (2008). Mandate of the Committee. 

Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: http://www.unscear.org/unscear/en/about_us/mandate.html  

United Nations, Secretary-General. (2017). Remarks at signing ceremony for the Treaty on the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2017-

09-20/sgs-prohibition-nuclear-weapons-remarks-ceremony  

Other Sources  

Abolition 2000. (2017). Civil society addresses the UN General Assembly on nuclear disarmament. Retrieved 15 

December 2017 from: http://www.abolition2000.org/en/news/2017/09/27/civil-society-addresses-the-un-

general-assembly-on-nuclear-disarmament/  

Al Jazeera. (2017). US leads boycott of UN talks on nuclear weapons ban. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/leads-boycott-talks-nuclear-weapons-ban-170327191952287.html 

Arms Control Association. (2017). Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) at a Glance. Retrieved 15 December 

2017 from: https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/fmct  

Ashley, J. (2017). How to Achieve Nuclear Disarmament. Fair Observer. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 
https://www.fairobserver.com/more/international_security/nuclear-disarmament-treaty-npt-america-north-

korea-india-pakistan-world-news-57203/  

https://www.un.org/disarmament/about/
http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/ctbt
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/ctbt/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/unoda-web/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Disarmament-and-Civil-Society-Fact-Sheet-Jul2017.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/unoda-web/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Disarmament-and-Civil-Society-Fact-Sheet-Jul2017.pdf
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/nwfz/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/sg5point/
http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/test_ban
http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/npt
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/institutions/disarmament-commission/
http://libraryresources.unog.ch/c.php?g=462685&p=3162762
http://www.unscear.org/unscear/en/about_us/mandate.html
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2017-09-20/sgs-prohibition-nuclear-weapons-remarks-ceremony
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2017-09-20/sgs-prohibition-nuclear-weapons-remarks-ceremony
http://www.abolition2000.org/en/news/2017/09/27/civil-society-addresses-the-un-general-assembly-on-nuclear-disarmament/
http://www.abolition2000.org/en/news/2017/09/27/civil-society-addresses-the-un-general-assembly-on-nuclear-disarmament/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/leads-boycott-talks-nuclear-weapons-ban-170327191952287.html
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/fmct
https://www.fairobserver.com/more/international_security/nuclear-disarmament-treaty-npt-america-north-korea-india-pakistan-world-news-57203/
https://www.fairobserver.com/more/international_security/nuclear-disarmament-treaty-npt-america-north-korea-india-pakistan-world-news-57203/


 

27 

Conca, J. (2017). We May Need A Separate Deep Geologic Repository For Our Nuclear Weapons Waste. Forbes. 

Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2017/03/13/we-may-need-a-

separate-deep-geologic-repository-for-our-nuclear-weapons-waste/#708ba9a44e7e  

Council on Foreign Relations. (2012). The Global Nuclear Nonproliferation Regime. Retrieved 3 January 2018 
from: https://www.cfr.org/report/global-nuclear-nonproliferation-regime  

Duarte, S. (2013). How to Revitalize Disarmament Efforts. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Retrieved 

3 January 2018 from: http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/01/09/how-to-revitalize-disarmament-efforts-

pub-50394  

Encyclopedia Britannica. (2013). International Atomic Energy Agency. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/International-Atomic-Energy-Agency#ref807998  

Encyclopedia Britannica. (2015). Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Nuclear-Test-Ban-Treaty  

Encyclopedia Britannica. (2016). Nuclear Power: Radioactive-waste disposal. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.britannica.com/technology/nuclear-power#ref1177723  

Encyclopedia Britannica. (2016). Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 3 January 2018 

from: https://www.britannica.com/event/Treaty-on-the-Non-proliferation-of-Nuclear-Weapons  

Encyclopedia Britannica. (2017). Nuclear Weapon: Principles Of Atomic (Fission) Weapons. Retrieved 15 

December 2017 from: https://www.britannica.com/technology/nuclear-weapon/Principles-of-atomic-

fission-weapons#ref988691  

Environment, Health and Safety Online. (2017). Radioactive Waste from Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 15 December 

2017 from: http://www.ehso.com/NuclearWeaponsWaste.htm  

International Atomic Energy Agency. (2016). Waste Technology Section. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

https://www.iaea.org/OurWork/ST/NE/NEFW/Technical-Areas/WTS/informationsystems.html  

International Coalition to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. (2015). Humanitarian Pledge. Retrieved 15 December 2017 

from: http://www.icanw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/HINW14vienna_Pledge_Document.pdf  

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. (2016). UN General Assembly approves historic resolution. 

Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: http://www.icanw.org/campaign-news/un-general-assembly-approves-

historic-resolution/  

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. (2017). Campaign Overview. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

http://www.icanw.org/campaign/campaign-overview/  

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. (2017). Humanitarian Initiative. Retrieved 15 December 2017 

from: http://www.icanw.org/campaign/humanitarian-initiative/  

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. (2017). Humanitarian Pledge. Retrieved 3 January 2018 

from: http://www.icanw.org/pledge/  

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. (2017). Nuclear Arsenals. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.icanw.org/the-facts/nuclear-arsenals/  

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. (2017). Signature/ratification status of the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: http://www.icanw.org/status-of-the-

treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons/  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2017/03/13/we-may-need-a-separate-deep-geologic-repository-for-our-nuclear-weapons-waste/#708ba9a44e7e
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2017/03/13/we-may-need-a-separate-deep-geologic-repository-for-our-nuclear-weapons-waste/#708ba9a44e7e
https://www.cfr.org/report/global-nuclear-nonproliferation-regime
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/01/09/how-to-revitalize-disarmament-efforts-pub-50394
http://carnegieendowment.org/2013/01/09/how-to-revitalize-disarmament-efforts-pub-50394
https://www.britannica.com/topic/International-Atomic-Energy-Agency#ref807998
https://www.britannica.com/event/Nuclear-Test-Ban-Treaty
https://www.britannica.com/technology/nuclear-power#ref1177723
https://www.britannica.com/event/Treaty-on-the-Non-proliferation-of-Nuclear-Weapons
https://www.britannica.com/technology/nuclear-weapon/Principles-of-atomic-fission-weapons#ref988691
https://www.britannica.com/technology/nuclear-weapon/Principles-of-atomic-fission-weapons#ref988691
http://www.ehso.com/NuclearWeaponsWaste.htm
https://www.iaea.org/OurWork/ST/NE/NEFW/Technical-Areas/WTS/informationsystems.html
http://www.icanw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/HINW14vienna_Pledge_Document.pdf
http://www.icanw.org/campaign-news/un-general-assembly-approves-historic-resolution/
http://www.icanw.org/campaign-news/un-general-assembly-approves-historic-resolution/
http://www.icanw.org/campaign/campaign-overview/
http://www.icanw.org/campaign/humanitarian-initiative/
http://www.icanw.org/pledge/
http://www.icanw.org/the-facts/nuclear-arsenals/
http://www.icanw.org/status-of-the-treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons/
http://www.icanw.org/status-of-the-treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons/


 

28 

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. (2017). The treaty. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.icanw.org/the-treaty/  

Mian, Z. (2017). After the nuclear weapons ban treaty: A new disarmament politics. Bulletin of the Atomic 

Scientists. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: https://thebulletin.org/after-nuclear-weapons-ban-treaty-new-
disarmament-politics10932  

Marcus, J. (2017). Nobel peace prize: Ican award sends nuclear message. BBC. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-

41528743  

Nuclear Threat Initiative. (2009). The United States and the CTBT: Renewed Hope or Politics as Usual?. Retrieved 
3 January 2018 from: http://www.nti.org/analysis/articles/united-states-and-ctbt/  

Nuclear Threat Initiative. (2017). International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/international-atomic-energy-agency/  

Nuclear Threat Initiative. (2017). Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 15 December 2017 
from: http://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons/  

Pincus, W. (2013). The explosive cost of disposing of nuclear weapons. The Washington Post. Retrieved 15 

December 2017 from: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/the-explosive-cost-of-

disposing-of-nuclear-weapons/2013/07/03/64f896e0-e287-11e2-80eb-

3145e2994a55_story.html?utm_term=.2206cff86cf9  

Reaching Critical Will. (2012). 2010 NPT Review Conference Action Plan: Nuclear Disarmament. Retrieved 3 

January 2018 from: http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Publications/2010-Action-

Plan/ND_Report_RCW.pdf  

Reaching Critical Will. (2017). History of the NPT1975-1995. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/npt/history-of-the-npt-1975-1995  

Reaching Critical Will. (2017). Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/npt  

Reaching Critical Will. (2017). What We Do. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/about-us/what-we-do  

Reaching Critical Will. (2018). Who We Are. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/about-us/who-we-are  

Rydell, R. (2016). The United Nations and a Humanitarian Approach to Nuclear Disarmament. Nuclear Abolition 

Forum. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: http://www.abolitionforum.org/the-united-nations-and-a-

humanitarian-approach-to-nuclear-disarmament/  

Sagan, S. & Valentino, B. (2017). The nuclear weapons ban treaty: Opportunities lost. Bulletin of the Atomic 

Scientists. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: https://thebulletin.org/nuclear-weapons-ban-treaty-

opportunities-lost10955  

Sengupta, S. & Gladstone, R. (2017). The New York Times. United States and Allies Protest U.N. Talks to Ban 
Nuclear Weapons. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/27/world/americas/un-nuclear-weapons-talks.html  

Starr, T. (2017). How to Dismantle a Nuclear Weapon. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

https://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/how-to-dismantle-a-nuclear-weapon-1795347850  

United States, Department of Energy. (n.d.). Why WHIPP?. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/Why_WIPP.pdf  

http://www.icanw.org/the-treaty/
https://thebulletin.org/after-nuclear-weapons-ban-treaty-new-disarmament-politics10932
https://thebulletin.org/after-nuclear-weapons-ban-treaty-new-disarmament-politics10932
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-41528743
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-41528743
http://www.nti.org/analysis/articles/united-states-and-ctbt/
http://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/international-atomic-energy-agency/
http://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/treaty-on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/the-explosive-cost-of-disposing-of-nuclear-weapons/2013/07/03/64f896e0-e287-11e2-80eb-3145e2994a55_story.html?utm_term=.2206cff86cf9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/the-explosive-cost-of-disposing-of-nuclear-weapons/2013/07/03/64f896e0-e287-11e2-80eb-3145e2994a55_story.html?utm_term=.2206cff86cf9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/the-explosive-cost-of-disposing-of-nuclear-weapons/2013/07/03/64f896e0-e287-11e2-80eb-3145e2994a55_story.html?utm_term=.2206cff86cf9
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Publications/2010-Action-Plan/ND_Report_RCW.pdf
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Publications/2010-Action-Plan/ND_Report_RCW.pdf
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/npt/history-of-the-npt-1975-1995
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/npt
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/about-us/what-we-do
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/about-us/who-we-are
http://www.abolitionforum.org/the-united-nations-and-a-humanitarian-approach-to-nuclear-disarmament/
http://www.abolitionforum.org/the-united-nations-and-a-humanitarian-approach-to-nuclear-disarmament/
https://thebulletin.org/nuclear-weapons-ban-treaty-opportunities-lost10955
https://thebulletin.org/nuclear-weapons-ban-treaty-opportunities-lost10955
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/27/world/americas/un-nuclear-weapons-talks.html
https://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/how-to-dismantle-a-nuclear-weapon-1795347850
http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/Why_WIPP.pdf


 

29 

United States, Department of Energy. (2003). WIPP: Carlsbad Field Office. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/cbfo.pdf  

United States, Department of Energy. (2003). WIPP: What is Plutonium?. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/plutonium.pdf  

United States, Department of Energy. (2007). WIPP: The Remote-Handled Transuranic Waste Program. Retrieved 

15 December 2017 from: http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/RH_TRU.pdf  

United State, Department of Energy. (2013). Strategy for the Management and Disposal of Used Nuclear Fuel and 

High-Level Radioactive Waste. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 
https://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2013%201-15%20Nuclear_Waste_Report.pdf  

United States, Department of Energy. (2014). WIPP: Radiation. Retrieved 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/radiation.pdf  

United States, State Department. (2010). Treaty between the United States of America and the Russian Federation 
on Measures for the further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms. Retrieved 14 December 

2017 from: https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/140035.pdf  

Voice of America. (2011). Significance of New Start Treaty. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: 

https://editorials.voa.gov/a/significance-of-new-start-treaty-115597849/1482307.html  

Wan, W. (2015). Why the 2015 NPT Review Conference Fell Apart. United Nations University Centre for Policy 

Research. Retrieved 3 January 2018 from: https://cpr.unu.edu/why-the-2015-npt-review-conference-fell-

apart.html 

Woolf, A. (2017). The New START Treaty: Central Limits and Key Provisions. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R41219.pdf  

I. Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

Key Documents  

United Nations Development Programme. (2016). Delivering Sustainable Energy in a Changing Climate: Strategy 
Note on Sustainable Energy, 2017-2021. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: http://www.un-expo.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/05/UNDP-Energy-Strategy-2017-2021.pdf  

United Nations. (2015). Paris Climate Agreement. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: 

http://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf  

United Nations. (1997). Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf  

United Nations Documents  

United Nations, Climate Change. (2017). First steps to a safer future: the Convention in summary. Retrieved 17 

December 2017 from: http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php 

United Nations Development Programme. (2017) Renewable Energy. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/climate-and-disaster-resilience/sustainable-energy/renewable-

energy.html  

United Nations Economic and Social Council. (2017) Millennium Development Goals and post-2015 Development 

Agenda. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/mdg.shtml  

http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/cbfo.pdf
http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/plutonium.pdf
http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/RH_TRU.pdf
https://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2013%201-15%20Nuclear_Waste_Report.pdf
http://www.wipp.energy.gov/fctshts/radiation.pdf
https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/140035.pdf
https://editorials.voa.gov/a/significance-of-new-start-treaty-115597849/1482307.html
https://cpr.unu.edu/why-the-2015-npt-review-conference-fell-apart.html
https://cpr.unu.edu/why-the-2015-npt-review-conference-fell-apart.html
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R41219.pdf
http://www.un-expo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/UNDP-Energy-Strategy-2017-2021.pdf
http://www.un-expo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/UNDP-Energy-Strategy-2017-2021.pdf
http://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/climate-and-disaster-resilience/sustainable-energy/renewable-energy.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/climate-and-disaster-resilience/sustainable-energy/renewable-energy.html
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/mdg.shtml


 

30 

United Nations Development Programme. (2016) UNDP Support to the Implementation of Sustainable Development 

Goal 7. p. 4-5. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/sustainable-development-goals/undp-support-to-

the-implementation-of-the-2030-agenda/ 

United Nations Development Programme. (2016) UNDP Support to the Implementation of Sustainable Development 

Goal 7. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/sustainable-development-goals/undp-support-to-

the-implementation-of-the-2030-agenda/ 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. (2017) Summary of the Paris Agreement. Retrieved 

from 17 December 2017 from: http://bigpicture.unfccc.int/#content-the-paris-agreemen 

United Nations, General Assembly. (2011). International Year of Sustainable Energy for All (A/RES/65/151). 

Adopted on the report of the Second Committee (A/65/436 and Corr.1). Retrieved 21 January 21, 2018 

from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/65/151  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2015). Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

(A/RES/70/1). Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2017). Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy 

for all: Report of the Secretary-General (A/72/160). Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

https://undocs.org/A/72/160  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2017). Statement by H.E. Peter Thomson, President of the 71st Session of the 

UN General Assembly, at the Third Sustainable Energy for All Forum. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 
https://www.un.org/pga/71/2017/04/05/sustainable-energy-for-all-forum/  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2017). United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All: Report of the 

Secretary-General (A/72/156). Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: http://undocs.org/A/72/156  

United Nations, General Assembly. (2017). Work of the Statistical Commission pertaining to the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development (A/RES/71/313). Retrieved 21 January 21, 2018 from: 

https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/313  

United Nations, Meetings Coverage and Press Releases. (21 December 2012). United Nations General Assembly 

Declares 2014-2024 Decade of Sustainable Energy for All. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2012/ga11333.doc.htm  

United Nations, Meetings Coverage and Press Releases. (12 May 2014). Sustainable Energy ‘Golden Thread’ 

Connecting Economic Growth, Increased Social Equity, Secretary-General Tells Ministerial Meeting. 

Retrieved 21 January 21, 2018 from: https://www.un.org/press/en/2014/sgsm15839.doc.htm  

United Nations, News Centre. (27 September 2015). UN deputy chief says world now has ‘legitimate hope’ that 

universal goal on energy will be met. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51991#.WmQ1Pq6nHIU  

United Nations, News Centre. (21 April 2016). UN urges action on sustainable development to create pathways for 

global 'transformation'. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53744#.WmQ4aK6nHIU  

United Nations, President of the General Assembly. (2016). High-level Thematic Debate on Achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals New York, 21 April 2016: Informal Summary. Retrieved 21 January 21, 

2018 from: https://www.un.org/pga/70/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/08/23-May_HL-Thematic-

Debate-Conclussions-and-Observations-Achieving-the-SDGs-23-May-2016.pdf  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/sustainable-development-goals/undp-support-to-the-implementation-of-the-2030-agenda/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/sustainable-development-goals/undp-support-to-the-implementation-of-the-2030-agenda/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/sustainable-development-goals/undp-support-to-the-implementation-of-the-2030-agenda/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/sustainable-development-goals/undp-support-to-the-implementation-of-the-2030-agenda/
http://bigpicture.unfccc.int/#content-the-paris-agreemen
http://undocs.org/A/RES/65/151
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
https://undocs.org/A/72/160
https://www.un.org/pga/71/2017/04/05/sustainable-energy-for-all-forum/
http://undocs.org/A/72/156
https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/313
https://www.un.org/press/en/2012/ga11333.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2014/sgsm15839.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51991#.WmQ1Pq6nHIU
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53744#.WmQ4aK6nHIU
https://www.un.org/pga/70/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/08/23-May_HL-Thematic-Debate-Conclussions-and-Observations-Achieving-the-SDGs-23-May-2016.pdf
https://www.un.org/pga/70/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/08/23-May_HL-Thematic-Debate-Conclussions-and-Observations-Achieving-the-SDGs-23-May-2016.pdf


 

31 

United Nations, Sustainable Development Goals. (2017). Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and 

its impacts. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change-

2/#  

United Nations, Sustainable Development Goals. (2015). UN Climate Change Conference Paris 2015. Retrieved 21 
January 2018 from: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cop21/#About  

United Nations, Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform. (2015). Post-2015 Development Agenda. Retrieved 

21 January 2018 from: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015  

Other Sources 

Energy Access Practitioner Network. (2018). About Us. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

http://energyaccess.org/about-us/mission-and-goals/  

Sustainable Energy for All. (n.d.). About Us. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: http://www.se4all.org/about-us  

Sustainable Energy for All. (n.d.). Energy Access. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: http://www.se4all.org/energy-

access  

Sustainable Energy for All. (n.d.). Energy Efficiency. Retrieved 21 January 21, 2018 from: 

http://www.se4all.org/energy-efficiency  

Sustainable Energy for All. (n.d.). Renewable Energy. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

http://www.se4all.org/renewable-energy  

Sustainable Energy for All. (n.d.). Sustainable Development Goal 7. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

http://www.se4all.org/sustainable-development-goal-7  

Sustainable Energy for All. (n.d.). The United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All 2014-2024. Retrieved 

21 January 2018 from: http://www.se4all.org/decade  

Sustainable Energy for All. (n.d.). The Organization. Retrieved 21 January 21, 2018 from: 

http://www.se4all.org/our-mission  

Sustainable Energy for All. (2014). Thematic Debate in the General Assembly on Water, Sanitation and Sustainable 

Energy in the Post-2015 Development Agenda. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

http://seforall.org/event_thematic-debate-general-assembly-water-sanitation-sustainable-energy-post-2015-

development-agenda  

Sustainable Energy for All. (2016). Relationship Agreement by and between the United Nations and the SEforALL 

Association. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

http://www.seforall.org/sites/default/files/Relationship_Agreement_UN-SEforALL.pdf  

Sustainable Energy for All. (2016). Strategic Framework for Results. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 

http://www.se4all.org/sites/default/files/2016_EUSEW.pdf  

Sustainable Energy for All. (2017). Opening Doors: Mapping the Landscape for Sustainable Energy, Gender 

Diversity and Social Inclusion. Retrieved 21 January 2018 from: 
http://www.se4all.org/sites/default/files/Opening_Doors-Full.pdf  

Sustainable Energy for All. (2018). Sustainable Energy for All Forum. Retrieved 21 January 21, 2018 from: 

http://www.se4all.org/forum-2018  

The Guardian. (19 January 2015). Sustainable development goals: all you need to know. Retrieved 21 January 2018 
from: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/jan/19/sustainable-development-goals-

united-nations 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change-2/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change-2/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cop21/#About
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015
http://energyaccess.org/about-us/mission-and-goals/
http://www.se4all.org/about-us
http://www.se4all.org/energy-access
http://www.se4all.org/energy-access
http://www.se4all.org/energy-efficiency
http://www.se4all.org/renewable-energy
http://www.se4all.org/sustainable-development-goal-7
http://www.se4all.org/decade
http://www.se4all.org/our-mission
http://seforall.org/event_thematic-debate-general-assembly-water-sanitation-sustainable-energy-post-2015-development-agenda
http://seforall.org/event_thematic-debate-general-assembly-water-sanitation-sustainable-energy-post-2015-development-agenda
http://www.seforall.org/sites/default/files/Relationship_Agreement_UN-SEforALL.pdf
http://www.se4all.org/sites/default/files/2016_EUSEW.pdf
http://www.se4all.org/sites/default/files/Opening_Doors-Full.pdf
http://www.se4all.org/forum-2018
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/jan/19/sustainable-development-goals-united-nations
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/jan/19/sustainable-development-goals-united-nations

	Cover_GA_2018_Portland
	NWMUN-Portland 2018 - BGG - GA

